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„Bei
der
Analyse
des
systematischen
Verschwindenlassens in Lateinamerika muss somit
die zunehmende Internationalisierung staatlicher
Gewalt und der Erfahrungsaustausch im Bereich
der Aufstandsbekämpfung […] mit berücksichtigt
werden.”
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the ground up” any longer, they can refer to
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global level when it comes to consolidating

grandfather led to a pioneering newspaper
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produce, the study has a convincing case at
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hand, namely the criminal prosecution and
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international arrest warrant for Pinochet.

and President of Chile, Augusto Pinochet.
His arrest kicked off an intense debate in
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Spain about how to deal with the past of

demonstrates that these initiatives are not

Franco’s dictatorship. Elsemann shows very

a sufficient condition for an international
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case in Spanish public made the negligence

it is only through the transfer of other
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entanglement can be created, which then

data of the study is limited to the national

allows for a similar commitment at the local and

daily press, ignoring, for example, the

national levels, respectively. As an example,

debate among Spanish historians. The

chapter five on Argentina suggests that not

author anticipates this objection and thus

until the cooperation between a group of

clarifies that the commitment to deal with

US anthropologists and Argentine scientists

Franco’s dictatorship could indeed be found

did the production of evidence on human

in both scientific and cultural debates,

rights violations by means of standardized

but that historians in Spain have, by no

scientific methods become viable – a method

means, played the same public role as in

that, in turn, had a retroactive effect on the

Germany”s discussion on how to deal with

Spanish exhumations later on. Elsemann

the consequences of National Socialism; a

shows that the international media produced

debate that became internationally known as

a complementary effect through extensive

the Historians Quarrel (181f.).

coverage of the exhumations in Spain, which
made the Spanish case an international

In chapter four, the study clearly demonstrates

issue. Consequently, the study completes

that initiatives of civil society organizations

the list of forces involved by reference to the

claiming recognition often start off with the

forms of representation and visualization in

commitment of individuals. The Spanish case

the media, which indicate the adaptation of

features journalist Emilio Silva (grandson of a

a globalized language of memory through

Spanish desaparecido) and Baltasar Garzón

web presence, blogs, and online social
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networks. The convergences thus produced
go so far that recent Spanish remembrance
initiatives also refer to the Holocaust and to
the case of Srebrenica in order to further fuel
the national reconciliation with the past – as
demonstrated in chapter six (261, 295, 329).
The

easy-to-read,

comprehensive

study

informative
concludes

and
with

weighing the advantages and disadvantages
of the decentralization of cultural memory and
political history. To be sure, this development
has not only led to an internationalization
of attention for memory processes (and
thus to a kind of global democratization of
these debates), but also bears the danger of
overlooking historically different experiences,
subsuming all kinds of political oppression
and mass murder under well-established
global standards of recognition, reclaiming
and remembrance. The study makes it quite
clear that the future labor of coming to terms
with the past will include the tough task of
breaking down these standards to the level of
each concrete local experience of collective
suffering.
All in all, the study offers a detailed and
profound analysis of networking in the field
of memory cultures, helpful to both interested
laypeople

and

contemporary

historians

working in the field of remembrance.

