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Science, Technology, Society – and the Americas?
Raquel Velho and Laura Kemmer
University College London and University of Hamburg

The story behind the production of
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the new model of review articles with a
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thematic focus, in which several books on
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current topic. Debuting this novel way of
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Vicentin, who cover three books on the
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North, particularly in his resistance to

to have secured interviews with two

simplistic notions such as the linear model

prominent academics from Brazil who

of innovation – in which scientific research

have seen the development of the

results in technological development and

social studies of science in Brazil: Dr

therefore a market product.

Márcia Regina Barros da Silva and Prof
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questions were asked to each of them

proposes two interesting cases, both

concerning their interests in the field, how

about

they perceive it, whether they perceive
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foreign
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differences
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between
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of Masterclass, a science engagement
program developed by CERN (Switzerland)

The Current Debates section of this

which proposes to teach children about

volume deals with the novel approach of
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understanding the city through its sounds,

takes on Uber (USA), a taxi dispatch

elaborated on in Torsten Wissman’s

application, which has been making waves

Geographies
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historiographical account of how mass
imprisonment in 19th century Brazil sheds
light on current debates around racial
discrimination in the country.
The editing of this volume was nothing
short of a challenge, as it was constantly
caught somewhere over the Atlantic and
between faltering internet connection
(unexpectedly, primarily on the European
side). It served as a constant reminder of
the society we live in, with its technological
innovations

constantly

shifting

our

perceptions of time, distance, and each
other. More important, this volume has a
joining thread woven through the books
reviewed and stories told – a story of
politics, and a story of impact. Despite the
diversity in the works presented here, the
origins of Latin American STS are political
ones, as Dagnino describes in his review
of Herrera and both Dr da Silva and Prof
Velho discuss in their interviews. These are
stories, which discuss beyond the sciences
or the technologies, they discuss the limits,
what goes wrong, how subversion and
resistance happen to reshape and reform
things imported from the global North.
The Latin American STS can be an act of
resistance itself.
As editors, we hope this volume provides
a new door through which you might
venture into this world of society, politics,
technologies and science. One which
challenges simplistic tales of inventions
and creators and that prizes the battles
underneath, opening spaces and crossing
oceans.

